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Title:Commentary

 Date:1980

Media:Video (color, sound); 0:40 min.

Video Link :https://vimeo.com/111239046

Description:

“Made just before Around & About, this work is something of a ‘manifesto in jest’ against
television.... I’m a sit-in viewer looking slightly up at the screen making simple gestures into the
camera.  The mood is ambiguous as I seem to be watching a mirror, covering my face, reaching
out to the camera, obstructing my head with a harsh (interrogator’s) lamp, and maybe more.
The image, distorted through a fisheye lens, gives the impression of a concave monitor, as if the
whole act were seen through a peephole or pinhole camera. In some sense I ‘play’ both sides
of the screen—performer and viewer attempting to ‘connect’ either way. As ‘commentary’ it’s
two-way, making it also a commentary on commentary.”

Quasha, George and Charles Stein. An Art of Limina: Gary Hill’s Works and Writings.
Barcelona: Ediciones Polígrafa, 2009, p. 573.

Spoken Text:

television contains image

television contains sound

television contains space

no one is connecting

no one is feeling the attempt of connection

everything is real time

everything is soft time

everything is time code

it’s a hologram with a hollow sound
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