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Title:Mirror Road

Date:1976

Media:Video (color); 8:00 min.

Video Link :https://lvimeo.com/111258463
Description:

Black-and-white videotape recordings, video player, Dave Jones colorizer, and Javelin time-
lapse videotape recorder

“Mirror Road is one of the few works | made at the Experimental Television Center [in Owego,
New York], where | utilized the Dave Jones colorizer. | was looking to interweave two ideas: the
movement of the landscape looking out a car window, particularly when turning and/or framing
the rearview mirror as part of the picture plane, and manipulating the quantized levels/colors of
the image gradations—that is, as the image pulls apart directionally there’s a kind of tearing of
the shades of gray (colorized to further articulate the contours). The original video recordings
were slowed down on a special reel-to-reel time-lapse video tape recorder, an early technology
that had a peculiar side effect of creating slight wave-like motions, as if the screen were
imperceptibly wavering in the wind, thus furthering the sense of the image about to tear or give
way.”

In Mirror Road, Hill uses the camera and image processing devices to explore the malleability of
electronic colors and image density. Amorphous structures move across the monitor like drifting
clouds, changing color and direction. From time to time structures of fantastic color landscapes
move past one another in the lower and upper halves of the picture (the rearview mirror takes
up the upper half of the frame), only to be recombined into an amorphous unity.
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Notes:

Produced at Earthscore Foundation; Experimental Television Center, Owego, New York; and
Artists TV Lab, Woodstock, New York, in the fall of 1975. Edited at Artists TV Lab in the fall of
1976.
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