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Title:Mouth Piece

 Date:1978

Media:Video (color, sound); 1:00 min.

Video Link :https://vimeo.com/111257598

Description:

Dave Jones prototype modules (keyers, color field generators, output amplifier), black-and-white
camera, microphone and Serge audio modules (voltage controlled oscillators, filters, sequencer)

In the minute-long 1978 video Mouth Piece, there are two planes of image: in the background is
the lower half of a face (the artist’s) with mouth at the center; in the foreground is a graphic
depiction of red, electronically generated lips that move as a transparent motion picture against
a violet background. The actual mouth manneristically blows a loud kiss as the red lips move
precisely in front of it, and after repeating it four times vibrates the lips (blowing-sputtering,
sounding like a child) and then sticks the tongue out with a loud throaty “Ahhh.” This primitive
articulation takes language down to the physical bottom line, like the sound of the word Dada
that’s baby talk. And it creates an interface between physical and electronic linguistic acts––a
simple, even ridiculous version of the threshold between person and electronic art. The title
spelt as two words is axial, suggesting “a piece about the mouth” and at same time
“mouthpiece”; the latter seems light-heartedly to pick up on the etymology of persona as the
sounding through the mouthpiece of the mask in ancient Greek drama.

Excerpted from the Prologue of George Quasha and Charles Stein's An Art of Limina: Gary
Hill’s Works and Writings. Barcelona: Ediciones Polígrafa, 2009.

Spoken Text:
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